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As of 31 July, 2014, the escalation of 
armed conflict in South Sudan, which 
began in December 2013, has resulted in 
the death of thousands, the displacement 
within the country of more than 1.1 million 
people, and the cross-border 
displacement of an additional   431,045 
people who have fled to the neighbouring 
countries of Ethiopia, Kenya, Sudan, and 
Uganda. 3   The number of new South 
Sudanese refugees is expected to almost 
double by year end. 4   Women and 
children comprise an unusually high 
percentage of newly arrived South 
Sudanese refugees, including 90 per cent in Ethiopia and 87 per cent in Uganda.  In Kenya, 71 per cent of newly arrived 
refugees are children.  More than 11,700 refugee children across the region are unaccompanied and separated, requiring 
special protection and care.  High levels of malnutrition and poor health conditions have been reported among newly arrived 
refugee children across all receiving countries, and there is growing concern of a potential cholera outbreak for camp-based 
refugees, with a risk of cross border transmission from cholera cases in South Sudan.  
 
Since the beginning of the crisis, UNICEF has been working closely with host governments, the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and other partners to support South Sudanese refugee women and children who have 
fled to Ethiopia, Kenya, Sudan and Uganda. In addition to providing for their basic needs in the sectors of health, nutrition and 
water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), UNICEF is supporting the scale-up of programmes to provide psychosocial support 
and other child protection interventions, and to create educational opportunities that promote peace building.  In addition, 
UNICEF continues to leverage its regular programmes in the sub-region to provide support to vulnerable host communities. 
 
In line with the revised inter-agency contingency planning process,5 UNICEF has updated its humanitarian response plan and 
financial requirements to address the escalating refugee crisis.  UNICEF is appealing for US$67.3 million to meet the needs 
of South Sudanese refugee women and children through the end of 2014.  As of 31 July 2014, US$17 million, or 25 per cent 
of requirements have been received. UNICEF is grateful for the contributions to date, and is appealing for additional urgently 
required funds to enable an effective scaled-up response to the plight of South Sudanese refugees across the sub-region. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                        
* The Sub-regional Funding Priorities document is based on the most likely planning figures from the inter-agency contingency planning process led by UNHCR and highlights the 
key aspects of UNICEF’s humanitarian response to the needs of refugee children and women in Uganda, Kenya, Ethiopia and Sudan to December 2014. 
1 Indicates amount received in 2014 
2 The revised Interagency Appeal “South Sudan Refugee Emergency Revised Regional Response Plan (Jan-Dec 2014)” has a total of $ 20,013,425, which is different from the 
above latest figure (US$20,567,425) since UNICEF has revised its needs which are not currently fully reflected in the revised Interagency Appeal.  
3 UNHCR Portal ‘South Sudan Situation Information Sharing Portal’ as of 31 July 2014, https://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php 
4 The revised Interagency Appeal “South Sudan Refugee Emergency Revised Regional Response Plan (Jan-Dec 2014)” 
5 The revised version was launched on 11 July 2014. 

UNICEF 
Country 
Offices  

UNICEF Response 
to South Sudan 
Refugee Crisis 
Appeal (US$) 

(Jan-Dec 2014) 

Funding 
Received (US$)  

(as of 31 July)1 

Funding Gap 
(US$) 

(as of 31 July) 

Per 
cent 

Funded 

Ethiopia 18,540,000  3,711,492 14,828,508 20% 

Kenya 6,248,146 1,403,580  4,844,566 22% 

Sudan 20,567,4252 2,219,512 18,347,913  11% 

Uganda 21,935,000  9,738,958  12,196,042  44% 

Total (US$) 67,290,571 17,073,542 50,217,029 25% 

Adjusted Planned Results for year x 

In 2013, UNICEF will support the 
Government of Nambut’s response to the 
humanitarian needs of more than 11 million 
children and women affected by drought, 
displacement and water-borne disease. 
Working with partners, UNICEF will support 
the scale up life-saving nutrition 
interventions by expanding the number of 
health centres offering treatment for severe 
acute malnutrition and undertaking a large 
scale distribution of Ready-to-Use-
Therapeutic Food in drought-affected 
regions. To address the spread of water-
borne diseases, tankering in the north will 
provide safe drinking water to an estimated 
200,000 displaced people and host 
communities. In anticipation of the 2013 
cholera season, NFI kits including soap, 
household water treatment and dignity kits 
for girls and women have been 
prepositioned to benefit an estimated 
150,000 households. UNICEF will continue to 
support government efforts to expand 
essential services to emergency-affected 
populations through community-based 
interventions including nutrition/health 
centres and child protection networks. As 
lead of the nutrition and WASH clusters and 
co-lead of the education cluster and gender-
based violence area of responsibility, UNICEF 
is coordinating with line ministries and over 

60 NGOs. (175 words) 

 

31 July 2014| Updated from 16 May 2014 

South Sudan 
Conflict:  

Sub-regional Funding 
Priorities* 

 

 
 

https://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php


 

www.unicef.org/appeals  www.unicef.org/appeals  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ethiopia 
As of late July, Ethiopia hosted 180,054 newly arrived South Sudanese 
refugees fleeing the intense conflict in Jonglei and Upper Nile states, a 
number which is expected to reach 300,000 by year end.  Women and 
children comprise 90 per cent of registered refugees.  UNICEF 
supported the conduct of nutrition surveys in refugee camps which 
found significantly high rates of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) among 
children, as well as high rates of crude and under five mortality. 6  
UNICEF also supported a network of community outreach workers to 
carry out nutrition screenings of some 43,167 children and to refer them 
to appropriate treatment. In health, UNICEF and partners provided 
measles vaccinations to 103,272 children, polio vaccinations to 95,926 
children, and vitamin A to 44,789 children, respectively.  In WASH, UNICEF and partners reached some 109,000 people with 
critical sanitation and hygiene messages, provided 25,960 people with safe drinking water, and increased access to water 
through the drilling of 18 boreholes and the construction of water schemes in refugee camps, border entry points and host 
communities.  UNICEF supported the coordination of acute watery diarrhoea preparedness to mitigate risks of cholera 
outbreaks through communication programmes, water quality control, water treatment, and the establishment of case 
treatment centres.  
 
In April 2014, UNICEF supported an inter-agency child protection rapid assessment which identified key child protection issues 
among refugee children, including reports of sexual abuse (particularly among adolescent girls), child labour, psychosocial 
distress and a significant number of unaccompanied and separated children (UASC), identified within host communities and 
at border entry points. As of July, 2014, 4,030 UASC had been registered with the support of UNICEF, in partnership with 
UNHCR and other actors.   UNICEF-supported child friendly spaces reached some 7,889 children aged 3 to 18 years, and 
UNICEF and partners provided educational and recreational materials for 10,091 children. UNICEF seconded child protection, 
education, health, nutrition and WASH specialists to UNHCR in Gambella to support sector coordination of the emergency 
response, and to provide leadership and technical guidance to the government and partners.   UNICEF will continue to scale 
up its life-saving emergency interventions in these sectors in light of contingency planning estimates.  
  
Kenya 
As of late July, Kenya hosted 41,450 newly arrived South Sudanese 
refugees, a number that is expected to reach 100,000 by year end. 
Children represent over 71 per cent of those registered. A significantly 
high number of these refugee children are unaccompanied (998) and 
separated (5,523), a number which is expected to increase to 15,000 by 
year end.  UNICEF distributed psychosocial recreational kits to partners 
and has been working to strengthen the child protection case 
management system, including by training social workers and reinforcing 
information and data management systems to ensure that the most 
vulnerable are identified and prioritized for care. As of mid-year, 9,613 
children and women were reached through psychosocial support, legal 
aid and case management. UNICEF continues to support partners to provide an integrated package of high impact maternal, 
new-born and child health interventions, including measles vaccinations, reaching 122,233 refugee and host community 
children aged under 15 years. As a result of measles vaccination campaigns and surveillance activities, no new measles 
cases have been reported since May, 2014.  UNICEF-supported integrated nutrition programmes have treated some 2,179 
children with acute malnutrition.   
   
UNICEF helped ensure that 35,000 people have access to safe water, including through the provision of water treatment and 
storage supplies. UNICEF also supported the resumption of education for more than 9,554 refugee children including through 
the provision of 14 school tents and learning materials.  The construction of 10 semi-permanent classrooms is ongoing.  
UNICEF will continue to scale up its programme response in light of contingency planning estimates.  
 
 
 

                                                                        
6 Reported SAM levels varied from 5.7% to 10.0%, which is significantly higher than the global emergency threshold of 1%.  

Refugee population  
Inter-agency planning figures (‘most likely’ scenario) 

 
Country 

Refugee Population  
New Arrivals from 15 Dec 2013 

to 31 Jul 2014* 

Projected Refugee Population  
by December  2014** 
(most likely scenario) 

Increase in percent 
by the end of 2014 

Ethiopia 180,054 300,000 167% 

Kenya 41,450 100,000 241% 

Sudan 88,878 165,000 186% 

Uganda 120,663 150,000 124% 

Total 431,045 715,000 166% 

* UNHCR Portal ‘South Sudan Situation Information Sharing Portal’ as of 31 July 2014, https://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php 

** Estimated year end planning figures based on South Sudan Refugee Emergency Revised Regional Response Plan (Jan-Dec 2014) 

Ethiopia Budget (US$) (Jan-Dec 2014) 

Based on 300,000 refugees planning figure 

Child Protection $2,000,000 

Education $7,500,000 

Health $3,330,000 

Nutrition $3,600,000 

WASH $2,110,000 

Total  $18,540,000 

Funds available (as of 31 July) $3,711,492 

Funding gap $14,828,508 (80%) 

Kenya Budget (US$) (Jan-Dec 2014) 

Based on 100,000 refugees planning figure 

Child Protection $801,472 

Education $1,181,665 

Health $1,896,505 

Nutrition $1,577,963 

WASH $790,541 

Total $6,248,146 

Funds available (as of 31 July) $1,403,580 

Funding gap $4,844,566(78%) 
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Sudan  
As of late July, Sudan hosted 88,878 newly arrived South Sudanese 
refugees, a number expected to reach 165,000 by year end.  New 
arrivals face a range of challenges including limited access to basic 
social services.  In health, UNICEF immunised more than 25,000 
children against measles, and in nutrition, UNICEF supported the 
treatment of 456 children with severe acute malnutrition and 2,712 
children with moderately acute malnutrition.  In addition, UNICEF, in 
collaboration with the Government of Sudan and partners, established 
water supplies for 39,533 people in settlements, provided education and 
recreation materials to 3,000 children and provided psychosocial support 
to 4,187 children.  UNICEF will continue to scale up its programme 
response in light of contingency planning estimates.  
 
Uganda 
As of late July, Uganda hosted 120,663 newly arrived South Sudanese refugees, a number expected to reach 150,000 by year 
end.  Women and children represent 87 per cent of registered refugees.   In health, UNICEF and partners conducted a mass 
vaccination campaign to protect children from measles, meningitis and polio, reaching more than 65,000 boys and girls.  
UNICEF conducted an in-depth nutrition assessment and found high levels of global acute malnutrition (19.9 per cent) and 
severe acute malnutrition (SAM) (4.5 per cent) as well as a high percentage of underweight mothers (56.4 per cent).  UNICEF 
and partners are addressing malnutrition through 17 newly established outpatient treatment sites, where more than 1,000 
children have been treated for SAM as of the end of June.  
 
In WASH, UNICEF drilled 45 boreholes and rehabilitated an additional 20, helping to secure safe water for approximately 
37,500 refugees. Plans are in place to motorize high performing boreholes and to distribute water through a piped system to 

maximize yield and impact. In child protection, UNICEF rolled out a 
Rapid Family Tracing and Reunification system in response to reports 
of large numbers of separated and unaccompanied children (981 have 
been registered to date), established three child friendly spaces, with an 
additional 15 being set up, and provided 1,000 refugee children with 
psychosocial support. UNICEF, in close collaboration with central and 
local government as well as other agencies, such as UNHCR, 
distributed learning materials to primary schools and early childhood 
and development centres, reaching 44,030 children. UNICEF will 
continue to scale up its response in anticipation of increased refugees 
flows by the end of 2014. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sudan  Budget (US$) (Jan-Dec 2014) 

Based on 165,000 refugees planning figure 

Child Protection $5,055,675 

Education $1,500,000 

Health $ 2,754,000 

Nutrition $1,190,550 

WASH $10,067,200 

Total $20,567,425 

Funds available (as of 31 July) $2,219,512 

Funding gap $18,347,913 (89%) 

Uganda  Budget (US$) (Jan-Dec 2014) 

Based on 150,000 refugees planning figure 

Protection $3,000,000 

Education $5,000,000 

Health & Nutrition $6,500,000 

Shelter and NFIs $500,000 

WASH $5,500,000 

Operations management $1,435,000 

Total $21,935,000 

Funds available (as of 31 July) $9,738,958 

Funding gap $12,196,042 (56%) 

Who to contact 
for further 
information: 

Yasmin Haque 
Deputy Director, Office of 
Emergency Programmes (EMOPS), 
UNICEF, New York 
Tel: +1 212 326 7150 
Email: yhaque@unicef.org 

Olav Kjørven 
Director, Public Sector Alliances & 
Resource Mobilization Office (PARMO) 
UNICEF, New York 
Tel: +1 212 326 7160 
Email: okjorven@unicef.org 

Leila Pakkala 
Regional Director, UNICEF Eastern 
and Southern Africa Regional Office 
Tel: +254 20 762 2226 
Email: lpakkala@unicef.org 
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